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The Development of Environment Regulations Under the
International Investment Agreements
—— Analysis of the Legislation and Revolution of the
International Investment Agreements in China

ZHANG Wei

Abstract: In order to balance the freedom of investment and environment protection, some early environ-
ment treaties adopt some investment regulations as a part of the treaties. Recently, it is distinguishing
feature that some international agreements adopt some environment regulations. The legislative patterns
experience from investment agreement to freedom trade agreement. The content of the international in-
vestment agreements develop from substantive regulations to procedural regulations and illustrate the
trend of imposing rights and obligations directly on multinationals. Under this background, there are some
important changes in international investment agreements which China has already concluded with other
countries. However, these agreements have some weak points and need to be perfected in every aspect.

Key words: international investment agreement; environment regulation; freedom trade agreement
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