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The Formation of Shanghai International Trading Center
in Modern Times and Its Enlightenment

XIA Si-yun

Abstract: The establishment of Shanghai International Trading Center has witnessed three stages, respec-
tively the germination, formation, and development. The unparalleled natural condition, long-lasting tradi-
tion in international trading, the agglomerative effect of related talents and trading entities, and the con-
certed operation of domestic and foreign trade in Shanghai have all contributed to the pooling of resources
of the two markets, and the construction of a sound and healthy service system and of a enterprise-friendly
social environment. International trading boosted Shanghai’s economy and the development of the city
itself, making it the national distribution center of goods, finance, seafaring and industry. The further
prosperity of the center requires the development of domestic and international markets, a broad economic
hinterland, a linkage with the development of neighboring cities, a balanced development of related
industries, and a more open trade-boosting social and institutional environment.

Key words: modern times; Shanghai; international trading center



