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The Influence of Entrepreneur Background on International Strategy Choices
——Evidences from International Strategy of Public Companies in China

ZHAO Xian-jin

Abstract:Based on the Upper Echelons Theory as our study perspective,and data gathered form public
companies in China stock market between 2003 and 2007 as our samples,we test the influence of
entrepreneur background on international strategy choices in empirical method. The conclusion reveals
that:(1)the relationship between the age of entrepreneurs and international strategy choices presents
a comples U curve;(2) the education level of entrepreneurs received has a great negative effect on
the international strategy choice;(3) the major,functional background of entrepreneurs have positive
effect on it, entrepreneurs who have majored in economic management will participate in higher level
international activities,while entrepreneurs with trade and marketing runctional background will lead
higher internationalization. As China's unique cultural and constitutional environment,this paper also
gives specific discussion and interpretation according to the empirical result.

Key words:entrepreneur background; international strategy; Upper Echelons Theory; public companies
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