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A Preliminary Study on the Legal Issues Concerning the Admission of Foreign
Investment to China’s Domestic Market of Multimodal Transport Service:
With Special Reference to the Establishment of China (Shanghai) Free
Trade Zone

XIA Liang SUN Xia

Abstract: The admission of foreign investment to domestic market of multimodal transport service closely relates
to that of maritime transport service, but appears even more complicated due to the fact that the admission of
foreign investment to domestic market of multimodal transport service probably means that the entire domestic
transport service market will be open to foreign investment. Based on the research on the categorization problems
within the current GATS framework, this paper makes a detailed study on the legal issues primarily originating
from the “multi~track” problems concerning the admission of foreign investment to China’s domestic market of
multimodal transport service and the qualification of the wholly—owned foreign capital companies. When it comes
to the China (Shanghai) Free Trade Zone, the policy makers are advised to take into consideration the impact of
the preferential rules to be made applicable to the shipping industry on the multimodal transport service. Besides,
additional consideration should be given to the application of the bilateral shipping agreements in the Zone.

Key words: international multimodal transport service; the admission of foreign investment; GATS; maritime
transport service; China (Shanghai) Free Trade Zone
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