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China’s Fifteen Years of WTO Membership: The Change of China’s Role in
Global Trade Governance

TU Xin—quan

Abstract: Since China’s accession to the WTO in 2001, China’s position in world trade and economy and global
economic governance has greatly evolved. The multilateral trading system has achieved a lot while facing serious
and fundamental challenges. Regional trade agreements, particularly the megaregionals have become the major
approach for developed countries to promote global trade governance, which however is also facing counteraction
of global structural adjustment, economic recession, and the anti—globalization sentiment. China has benefited a lot
from WTO membership but not taken an active strategy in the involvement of WTO. Under the new circumstances,
China should use the WTO as the prime platform and push forward the conclusion of Doha Round. At the same
time, China should be open to various approaches to promote discussions and negotiations on new issues and take a
targeted RTA strategy as to different partners to enhance China’s position in global trade governance.

Key words: China; WTO; global trade governance
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Integration into Economic Globalization: Retrospect and Prospect at the
Fifteenth Anniversary of China’s Accession to the WTO

WANG Xin—kui

Abstract: Since China’s accession to the WTO, the global value chain has experienced a process of expansion
and deepening. The multilateral trade mechanism is faced up with significant challenge. Global rules on trade and
investment are under reconstruction, featuring the negotiations and conclusion of mega—regional trade agreements,
which reflects the interest claims of the developed economies at the top of global value chain level. In the past
fifteen years, China has started its new journey of actively participating in economic globalization and it is
inevitable for China to take input of knowledge capital as a main strategy for upgrading its position in the global
value chains in its future wider opening policy.

Key words: global value chain; trade and investment rules; China’s accession to the WTO; strategy
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