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From WTO to CPTPP: The Path of China’s Opening Up
ZHOU Hanmin

Abstract: The integration of global economy and trade and the integration of regional economy and trade are
the two trends of the development of the world economy and trade, and the development forms of the integration
of international economy and trade at two different levels. Global economic and trade integration is based on
multilateral trade system, and the main form of multilateral trade system is the World Trade Organization (WTO).
The WTO has made great achievements in promoting trade and upholding the authority of its rules. China’s
accession to the WTO is one of the milestones of China’s reform and opening—up and has made irreplaceable
contributions to China’s economic and social development. At the same time, the development speed of regional
economic and trade integration is particularly amazing. At present, the vast majority of countries in the world
are members of different regional economic and trade integration organizations. Among many regional free
trade agreements, CPTPP, which is famous for its high standards, is one of the most eye—catching regional trade
arrangements. Under the circumstance that WTO is trapped in the reform dilemma, CPTPP has objectively become
the vane of the reform and development of international economic and trade rules. As an important member of the
WTO and the world’s largest trading nation, China should strive to join the CPTPP as soon as possible. China’s
participation in the reform of global economic and trade system governance will have clearer and more valuable
policy guiding significance for China’s further integration into the world and the building of a community with a
shared future for mankind.

Keywords: economic and trade integration; global economy; rules; opening up
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